
Travel Guide and Activities

Useful Information

Climate

Montreal experiences four distinct seasons, with cold winters and warm summers.
Winters can be quite chilly, with temperatures often dropping below freezing, while
snowfall is common. Spring and fall are mild and pleasant, making them ideal times for
outdoor activities. Summers in Montreal are warm and humid, with temperatures
ranging from 20°C to 30°C. 

Money

The official currency in Montreal is the Canadian Dollar (CAD).  

Major credit card companies in Canada: American Express, Visa and MasterCard. 

Standard banking hours: Monday to Friday from 9:30 until 16:30. Some banks and
specific branches may be open later and even on Saturdays and Sundays.

Telephone Country Code

Montreal, like the rest of Canada, uses the country code +1. 

Electricity

110 V; 60Hz – 2 flat-pin plugs

Tap water

Tap water in Montreal is clean and safe to drink, unless there’s a sign to the contrary. 

Transportation

Montreal boasts a well-connected transportation system, making it easy for students
to get around the city. 

Public Transport Info

Montreal's public transport is managed by the STM (Société de transport de Montréal),
which includes buses and the metro system. The metro has four lines that cover major

Unforgettable
Experiences in
Montreal 

Must-See Sights and Travel
Essentials 

Montreal is where English and French
cultures meet. This vibrant and
multicultural city offers international
students an exciting mix of culture,
history, and fun. As a student, you'll
have plenty of opportunities to explore
this dynamic city while honing your
English skills. With its beautiful
architecture, lively festivals, and
stunning natural landscapes, Montreal
has something for everyone. 

Check out the Monthly Activities
Calendar

5 Things to Do 

Explore Old Montreal
Attend the famous Montreal Jazz
Festival 
Visit the iconic Notre-Dame Basilica 
Discover the Montreal Museum of
Fine Arts 
Try local delicacies like poutine and
bagels 

Canadian Public Holidays

Public holidays falling on a weekday

2026: 01 January, 03 April, 18 May, 24

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/tr99xhan65kyil23pmvoj/AB7ZLbbsKonmYVhIBTZ3VYQ?rlkey=uccdkfu38cspedf3o50ek7oh4&st=apb6rltw&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/tr99xhan65kyil23pmvoj/AB7ZLbbsKonmYVhIBTZ3VYQ?rlkey=uccdkfu38cspedf3o50ek7oh4&st=apb6rltw&dl=0


areas of the city, making it a reliable option for getting around. Students can benefit
from reduced fares with special passes. The bus system is also extensive, with routes
reaching every corner of the city. 

One ride: C$3.25 

Weekly transit pass: C$25.75 

Monthly transit pass: C$83 

Public transport info 

Useful Links

What's On

Events

Weather in Montreal

Medical

If you have a medical emergency, go to the emergency department of the hospital
closest to you. Take some identification with you, and your insurance policy number.
Some hospitals may ask you to pay a fee. Keep the receipt to send to your insurance
company for payment.  

For emergencies call 911. Go to a walk-in medical clinic for medical problems that are
not emergencies. You do not need to make an appointment. You can simply go see a
doctor. The closest walk-in clinics to EC Montreal is: Clinique Medicale, 1253 rue Guy
(corner of St Catherine), Tel: 514-932-2122 

Health and insurance requirements – CAD$19 per week. 

Legal Driving Age

In Montreal, the legal age to obtain a driver’s license is 16, although some restrictions
apply to new drivers under the graduated licensing system. Most rental companies
require that you be at least 23 years of age, have an international driving license, a
second form of identity and a major credit card. 

Alcohol Age

The legal age for drinking in Montreal is 18. Many places will ask for identification. 

Smoking Laws

 Smoking is prohibited in all enclosed public spaces, including restaurants, bars, and
public transportation. Additionally, smoking is banned near doorways and public parks.
The legal age for to buy tobacco products is 18. If you smoke in a ‘smoke free’ place,
you may receive a fine of up to $5000. 

Insurance

All EC Montreal students must be covered by health insurance for the entire length of
their stay. EC can help students to purchase insurance upon arrival at the school. The
cost of insurance is $14 Cdn per week. Students will be asked to show proof of
coverage on arrival if they are not purchasing insurance through EC. 

June, 01 July, 07 September, 30
September, 12 October, 11 November, 24
December & 25 December.

Visa Requirements

International students planning to study
in Montreal will need a student visa or
study permit. Please contact us for
more information. 

Visa Requirements

Cost of Living

Bottle of water / soda (0.33 litre) 
C$1.25-C$2.25 
Coffee/Cappuccino (Starbucks) 
C$2.50-C$4.50 
Fast-Food combo meal 
C$8.00-C$12.00 
Meal, inexpensive restaurant 
C$12.00- C$18.00 
Fitness club (monthly, 1 adult) 
C$13.00-C$60.00 
Public transport (local transport) 
C$3.25 
Public transport (monthly pass) 
C$85 

http://www.stm.info/en/info/fares/transit-fares
https://www.bonjourquebec.com/fr-ca
http://www.tourisme-montreal.org/What-To-Do/Events
https://weather.com/weather/today/l/Montreal+Canada+CAXX0301
https://ecenglish.com/en/visa-information/



